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Viet vet memorial sought
By CHICK HOWLAN D

A Vietnam veteran who thinks the
Memorial Union at Fort Hays State
University doesn't live,up to its name is
trying to set up a memorial to :FHSU
students who died in the war.
Gary ' Jo nes, a Grea t Falls, Mont.,
senior, said he'd been bothered for
some time that there was no memorial
recognizing students killed in Vietnam .
J ones, who ser ved in Vietnam in 1974,
last week ask ed Bill Je llison, vice president 'for student affairs, if something
could be done to recognize FHSU
students killed in Vietnam.
"I just thought I'd see what I could do
about it and, after all, it is a memorial
union," he said.
The union was dedicated ,in 1958 to
veterans of World Wars I and II and the
Korean conflict. A wooden plaque bearing the names of F HSU students who
died in those wars is mounted on a wall
near the building's entrance.
After repea ted trips by the plaque
dur ing the last year, Jones decided 'the
union was unworthy of its name. " You
almost miss it when you walk by,"
J ones said of the plaque. The gold lettering also has worn off on some of the
names .
The names are not permanently
mounted, leaving union director,Steve
Wood, . also a Vietnam veteran, to
wonder if some of the names might
have been removed.
Woodand Jones think the current plaque needs to be upgraded, in addition to
a? ding the names of students killed in

Vietnam. Jones said the names of
students killed in the war could be added below or to the side of the existing
plaque .Another alternative, Woodsaid ,
would be to put up a new plaque, with
the names of all veterans per manently
affixed .
Wood and Jones said they have
thought about the project for some
time , but until now had not had any luck
gath ering names.
Initial attempts on campus to find out
if there were any former students killed
in · the war were unsuccessful, Jones
. said. ""They said there's no list that exists, but I knew there had to be a list."
After meeting with Jellison, Jones
called Sen. Bob Dole's office. He was
' put in touch with the Veterans
Memorial Fund, Washington D.C.,
which is sending him the names of aV
Kansans killed in the war. "With that
we can bounce tha t against the
alumni's list and find out if there are
any Fort Hays State alumni who died in
Vietnam, " he said.
Woodand J ones expect the numbe r of
FHSU students killed in Vietnam to be
small.There are about 100 Vietnam
veterans currently attending FHSU.
"
Jones expects to receive the list
sometime this week and is hopeful a
new plaque can be dedicated during
November. Funding for the project has
been guaranteed by the Student
Government Association and university
President Gerald Tomanek.
Anyone knowing the names of former
students killed in Vietnam can call
, Woodat 628-5308.

